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EEDESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
E EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
—GOoD —AUINS © —ALTERED ", —MOVED . DATE
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Tanner Home was built in 1856 of brick in the Italianate
Mode. The layout is of the Latin Cross style. An octagon cupola crowned
the central section at the junction of the cross. The home is two
stories. The first floor is primarily taken up by the parlor, music
room, library, dining room, kitchen and pantry and a former master
bedroom and bath. The second floor is composed of bedrooms.

The exterior is of common bond brick construction with ornate
wooden brackets with ornamental pendants. The projecting front porch
had a wooden railing around. its roof. The two front windows also had
railings in a balcony-like arrangement. The railings have been
removed in both cases. . . .. . . . : -

The first floor window lintels have ornately decorated hoods while
the second floor lintels in their present state are more simple in tone.

The rear porch has been removed.
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The William A. Tanner.Home is‘significant'becausgz,

1. 1t ié a s?mbol of early settlement in the community“_
of Aurora, Illinois. _ ) o | L.

2. It is a fine, original example of the early Italianate
architecture of which there are few in the area.

3. It is a living example of the lifestyle of the 1850's,
as the interior rooms and furnishings have been main-
tained as they were originally, over 125 years ago.

4. It is a community resource for future generations
to view the excellence of workmanship and design of
yYesterday. S



EZMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Derry, Vernon, Aurora in the Beginning. Aurora, Illinois:
Kelm-Scott Press, 1953. References at pages 61 and 63.

whittaker, Mary Jo, Museums of Illinocis. Salem, Illinois:
Weekends, Inc., 1974.. Reference on page 6.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 5,7, and 8 and the South half of Lot 9, of Block 6 of
Gale's Addition to the City of Aurora, Kane County, Tllinois.
Lot is irregular in dimension, but roughly extends 200' west
from the intersection of Cedar (southern boundary) and Oak
Avenue, and 300' north on Oak Avenue (easterly boundary).
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aurora Illinois 60506
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAIL REGISTER

STATE TLLINOIS

1
Date Entered AL’S 18 1976
Name Location
Tanner, William A., House Aurora

Kane County

Also Notified

Hon. Charles H. Percy
Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson
Hon. Tim L. Hall
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UQ&NJ PLANNING
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LINOL: ORIC SITI ' !ff
ILLINOIS. EISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY . ,! / j C O "] Q
1. Name of Site: _ J
Common Aurora Historical Museun
Historic Wm, Terner House

2.. Location:

Street and Number Township Section
Z0k Oak Ave. — . ‘ .

Tity or Town Zip Code Range % Section
Aunrora -0 !

County Lo
Kens

%, Classification:

Category (check one) Integrity (check one)

( )} District (X) Building ( ) Altered (x) Unaltered

{ ) Site { ) Structure { ) Moved {X) Original Site
. Ownership: o Status (check one)

( ) Private : o ) Occupied

(x) Public ( ) Unoccupied

( ) Preservation work in progress

Access to Public
() Yes (yx) Restricted ( ) Unrestricted ( ) No

Present Use {check one or more)

( ) Agricultural () Industrlal ( ) Religious

( ) Commercial () Military .. _ e ) Scientific

{ ) Educational (X ) Museum ( ) Transportation
( )} Entertainment . {.} Park { ) Other (specify)
{ ) Govermnment ( ) Private Resldence

5. OQOuwnership of Property:

QOwner's Name  Ayrora Hist. Soc. - ﬂlPhoné:Number

Street and Number

City or Town N
State County Zip Code

6. Description: Ttaliarate, painted ‘pink,

4L

() Excellent Qi) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Deterlorated ( ) Ruins ( ) Unexposed

Is there a program of preservation underway? (x) Yes ( ) No




7. Historical Themes : (check one or more of the following)

() Archeological Site (Pre-Columbian)

{ ) Archeological Site (Post-Columbian to 1673)
{ ) French Influence (1673-1780)

( ) Iliinois Fromntier (1780-1818)

( ) Illinois Early (1848-1850)

& ) Illinois Middle (1850-1900)

( ) Ilinois late (1900-present)

( ) Famous People (give names & dates)

8. Specific Date: 1857

Areas of significance {(check one or more of the following}

( ) Aboriginal (historic) ( ) Literature

( ) Aboriginal {pre-historic) ( ) Military

{ ) Agriculture ( ) Music

( ) Architecture ( ) Political

() Art ( ) Religion/Philosophy
{(x) Commerce ( ) Science

( ) Communication ( ) Sculpture

( ) Conservation { ) Social/Humanitarian
( ) Education ( ) Theater

( ) Engineering ( ) Transportation

( ) Industry ( ) Urban Planning

( ) Invention { ) Other (specify)

( ) Landscape Architecture

Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates) Use
2dditional sheets if necessary. Tanner was early setiler & merchant. Several local
historical markers in yard.
9. Form prepared by:

Name and Title: Tl Date:
Organization: Phone:

Street and number:

City or Town: County: | Zip Code

During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for
references for a particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list
according to the following example, published references to the site for which
forms are being completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly
deduct from the Survey's task.

Bibliography

Robertson, Robert, Of Whales and Men. HNew York, Alfred K. Knopf,
Inc., 1954, ‘ ' '
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FROM THEIR TWIN DAUGHTERS
T. THORNTON
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